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Book Notices. 765 

is just north of 60° on Artillery Lake. From this point the line curves southwesterly 
crossing Lake Mackay south of latitude 64°. The banks of the Coppermine are 
the boundary to 67°. Tongues of timber follow the northward flowing streams, with 
their warmer water, well into the Barren Grounds. The most remarkable case of 
this kind is that of the Ark-i-linik, a stream tributary to Hudson Bay. From a point 
near latituds 62^° north, within the main area of the Barren Grounds, a more or less 
continuous belt of spruce borders the river to latitude 64^°, a distance of over 2QO 
miles by river. A few species of woodland-breeding birds follow these extensions 
of the forest to their limits. Alders occur in more or less dwarfed conditions in fav- 
orable places well within the treeless areas, and several species of willows, some of 
which here attain a height of 5 or 6 feet, border some of the streams as far north as 
Wollaston Land. These are the only trees which occur even in a dwarfed state in the 
Barren Grounds proper. The principal trees of the spruce forest whose northern limit 
is thus defined are the white and black spruce, whose range is coextensive with the 
forest limits, the canoe birch, tamarack, aspen, and balsam poplars, Banksian pine 
and balsam fir common in the southern part of the belt and terminating from south 
to north about in the order given. With these are associated, generally in the form of 
undergrowth, a variety of shrubs. The tree limit on the western mountains in lati- 
tude 56° is at about 4,000 feet. The head of the Mackenzie delta is marked by 
islands well wooded with spruce and balsam poplar. Lower down these trees give 
way to willows which continue to the sea. 

The life zones included in the region comprise parts of three subdivisions — the 
Arctic, Hudsonian, and Canadian Zones. The boundaries of these zones are shown 
in a very useful map in considerable detail. Each zone is summarily described in a 
clear and comprehensive manner. 

A feature of the report that greatly enhances i;s usefulness is the chapter on pre- 
vious explorations, which for this region is as useful for the student of exploratory 
history as Brooks' chapter of a similar sort for Alaska in the Geography and Geology 
of Alaska (U. S. G. S., Prof. Paper No. 45). The report is illustrated with very clear 
photographs, showing a large variety of geographical conditions along the banks of 
the streams explored and within the spruce forest. The largest part of the work is 
of course, taken up with the detailed description of the occurrence, range, habitat, 
and conditions of life of the animal and plant species observed by the author or noted 
in the journals of earlier explorers. I. B. 

Im Morgenlicht. Kriegs-Jagd-und Reise-Erlebnisse in Ostafrika, 
von Hans Paasche Oberleutnant zur See. Mit 97 photographischen 
Aufnahmen des Verfassers. Berlin, Verlag von C. A. Schwetschke und Sohn. 
1907. 
Travellers are legion who in this day hear the call of Africa. The "morning- 
light," in some sections approaching noonday brightness, will soon make the ex- 
pression Darkest Africa as much out of date as is the expression Dark Ages, once 
employed by the historians to characterize a period about which they knew little. 

Lieutenant Paasche is a good traveller. He sees things and can tell of what he 
sees in an interesting manner. Such a book as this has the personal element always 
in the foreground. 

That is told which particularly interests the traveller himself, but occasionally this 
appears trivial to the reader. This volume will hardly pass down as a great work; it 
is a book of the time, but will serve for instruction in some things and places 
African. The illustrations, well done, tell, in themselves, an entertaining story. 

E. L. S. 



